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Soil Compaction:                    
Are You at Risk? 
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What is Compaction?? 
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Soil Compaction 

Simply Stated:  Reduction of pore space 

 

 

Photo courtesy of National Soil Dynamic Laboratory, USDA, Auburn, AL.  
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Symptoms of Compaction 
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PSI = surface intensity 

Axle Load  = depth 

Decreased root & plant growth 

 



Compaction affects soil 

porosity long-term 

 

source: Schjønning et al., SSSAJ 2013 
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  Increased erosion potential 
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